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Tena Koutou Katoa. 

Madame Chairperson. 

I am of  the Ngai Tamaterangi, Nga Rauru and Ngati Raukawa peoples of 
Aotearoa/New Zealand and I represent the indigenous policy decisions of 
Education International taken at their World Congress in Harare in 1995 
and more recently at their Asia Pacific  Regional Conference  held in Kuala 
Lumpur last week. 

My name is Bill Tehuia Hamilton. 

The right to quality education is a basic human right and a fundamental 
freedom  which indigenous, peoples look to the United Nations to help us 
promote and protect in the face  of  neglect by most non-indigenous 
governments and even suppression by some. 

There can be no sustainable development for  indigenous peoples without 
quality indigenous education. 

For Maori an indigenous education means an education that is based on 
Maori philosophies and principles, protects, promotes and uses Maori 
language and Maori culture and enables Maori self-determination  and 
control over our education and other aspects of  our participation in 
society. 

It is true that we have a number of  Maori language nests in our early 
childhood sector, growing numbers of  kura kaupapa Maori, mostly 
primary schools, and whare wananga have been established in the tertiary 
sector as reported by the New Zealand Government representative to this 
forum  last year. What is also true is that it is Maori communities who have 



developed and nurtured these initiatives and our government should 
acknowledge this rather than appearing to claim credit for  them. 
Successive governments have had opportunities since the late 1970s to 
provide adequate resources for  these initiatives but they have failed  to do 
so. 

Maori education initiatives are poorly resourced in our country. A large 
number of  our teachers have had no training, a significant  number have 
low levels of  fluency  in Maori language and there are not enough material 
resources in Maori language to sustain, promote or protect our language, 
our culture, our peoples. 

It is true, also as reported by last year's government representative, that the 
national curriculum has been written in Maori. What Maori want is a 
curriculum that is based on Maori values, attitudes, beliefs,  Maori 
knowledge and skills in our language. 

What Maori get is a translated version of  a non-indigenous curriculum that 
is promoted as a government achievement. Perhaps this is a new form  of 
colonisation? 

Education International hosted a lunch-time discussion yesterday on self-
determination in education for  indigenous peoples. The issues that 
emerged during the discussion had a number of  common threads. They 
included: 

+ the desire for  indigenous curricula 

+ the desire for  indigenous control 

+ the desire to promote and protect mother tongue and indigenous culture 

+ the knowledge that education is linked to knowing about our land, our 
environment and ourselves 

+ the knowledge that our education needs to respond to the poverty that is 
prevalent amongst indigenous peoples 

+ the lack of  resources 

+ the failure  of  governments to adequately support indigenous goals and 
aspirations in education 



+ and the failure  of  mainstream education to incorporate indigenous 
perspectives and the true histories of  our peoples. 

Education International, representing 23 million teachers and other 
education workers through 248 national unions in 150 countries, has 
responded to the calls by its indigenous members by embracing sets of 
policies on the rights of  indigenous peoples that 

'promote  the collective  rights  of  indigenous  peoples to self  determination 
and  recognition  of  their cultural  identity  including  the right  to learn and 
use their own language  \ 

The policies aim to mobilise the member organisations of  Education 
International to develop work programmes that will actively support 
indigenous communities to achieve their goals and aspirations in 
education. The policies also require that indigenous members represent 
and speak for  Education International in forums  dealing with indigenous 
peoples issues. 

Madame Chairperson, I thank you for  the opportunity to address this 
distinguished forum  and I urge you and the Working Group to include a 
review of  developments in indigenous education as a key element in the 
promotion and protection of  the human rights and fundamental  freedom  of 
indigenous peoples on the agenda of  the 16th session due to be held in 
1998. 

It may be appropriate for  UNESCO to be asked to provide a base 
document that will help inform  everyone of  the state of  indigenous 
education throughout the world. Certainly Education International has 
networks and information  that could assist you in such activity and I offer 
you our support. 

TENA ANO TATOU KATOA. 


